SMILING   IN   THE   FACE   OF   ADVERSITY
She has had the misfortune to be born a girl, not an enviable fate in China,   Her parents consider
education a sheer waste of money as she will soon^elong to another family, and arduous tasks are
always awaiting her.    She is married, with or witBout her consent, seldom happily, for according
to the Confucian theory a wife has no rights which a husband is bound to respect
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great nation. In 1912 the actual worship of Confucius was abolished, but the official birthday celebrations in schools and elsewhere are retained. Buddhism and Taoism have, as formal religions, little or no hold upon the Chinese, although providing religious rituals and ceremonies for use upon various occasions. The doctrine of
universal charity and sympathy, the essence of Buddhism, seems to be recognized only in so far as the Chinese are a peace-loving people. Taoism is now little more than fengshui and witchcraft combined.
Mahomedanism numbers, it is estimated, some 10,000,000 Chinese. These form almost a race apart, although
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